INTRODUCTION
The occurrence of depressive psychosis in the obsessional neurotic has been noted by Prichard (1835), Heilbronner(1912) , Gordon (1925and 1950 neurosis modifies a superimposed depressive psychosis. The uncertainty is due to the lack of a large controlled series, the provision of which is the purpose of this study.
METHOD
The full case notes of all cases (398) of depressive psychosis admitted to the Professorial Unit of the Maudsley Hospital over a four year period were studied. The detailed procedure has been described previously (Gittleson, 1966a, i966b) .
Fifty-two of these cases exhibited frank obsessions before the onset of the depression and were thereby defined and categorized as obses sional neurotics. Only if a given factor shows significant differences in both comparisons can it be regarded as related to or produced by the direct effect of the obsessional neurosis per se. If a factor shows a significant difference in the first comparison but not in the second, it can be regarded as being related to the second mechan ism.
The thirteen obsessional neurotics who lost their obsessions during the depression (â€oeLosersâ€•) are too small a group to yield statistically significant information when compared with their control group of cases without obsessions before or during the depression (â€oeNeversâ€•).
RESULTS

Section I
Females 
C. Previous Mental History
The incidence of childhood neurotic traits None of the obsessional neurotics had had an attack of mania, though 25 of the other de pressives had. The figures are too small for significance tests but tend to support Stengel's view (1945) â€oe¿ that mania occurs very rarely or not at all in obsessional neuroticsâ€•.
In spite of being significantly younger, the obsessional neurotics compared to the other depressives had proportionally slightly, but not significantly, more previous attacks of depres sion, and their previous attacks of depression were much more likely to have been accom 
D. Onset of the Depression
The groups were similar for the following factors. Sudden Onset (i@ per cent.), Physical 
H. Duration of Stay in Hospital
This was similar for the two groups. (I2@85 weeksâ€"S.D. =@ .o6). So was the incidence of self discharge against medical advice (6-8 per cent.).
I.Follow-Up
The groups had a similar follow-up faiJure rate (6.8 per cent.). 
Section II
The 39 â€oe¿ Keepersâ€• and the 8@ â€oe¿ Gainersâ€• have similar sex ratios and as the sexes behave similarly they will be combined. 
C. Previous MentalHistory
Manic attacks were absent in the histories of â€oe¿ Keepersâ€• but present in those of @j â€oe¿ Gainersâ€•. discussed previously (Gittleson, 1966d) .
G, H, I. Treatment and Stay in Hospital and
Follow-up
The fate of the obsessions has been discussed previously (Gittleson, 1966c).
CONCLUSIONS
In both comparisons the obsessional neurotics have a significantly younger age of onset of the depression.
It appears valid, therefore, to attri bute this difference to the effect of the obses sional neurosis per Se. It is supported by the previous finding that there is no significant difference for the age at onset of the depression, between depressives with and depressives without obsessions (Gittleson, 1966a 
